The Bloody Assize
that lie had convincing proofs that Robert Sidney was the
father of the child afterwards known as James, Duke of
Monmouth, James, of course, never produced any of his
convincing proofs except the statement that Robert Sidney
and James, Duke of Monmouth, had each a wart or mole
on the face.
The story set about by James and his friends was really
counter-propaganda to destroy the political Whig myth of
the contract of marriage which Sir Gilbert Gerard, Bishop
Cosin's son-in-law, was supposed to have in a " black box*"
The public have always loved to dream about mysterious
documents housed in a "black box." But in so far as
it implicated Lucy Walter with the Sidneys prior to her
union with Charles, the story can hardly be true*
Some historians accept the Sidney legend, apparently on
the ground that Charles was at this period loafing about
the Hague, and would naturally pick up with any pretty
girl who gave him encouragement. But Charles was in
Paris or at St Germains when news came that a portion of
the English Fleet had mutinied and sailed to Helvoetsluys,
where the Duke of York had joined them. On July 6th, or
perhaps a few days earlier, Charles reached Calais. Here
he met an English frigate and sailed for Helvoetsluys, where
the sailors received him " with all those acclamations and
noises of joy which that people are accustomed to/* He
found the fleet in a very factious state, There was no
officer on the vessels of a higher rank than a boatswain, and
Charles had his hands full pacifying the men and making
arrangements to sail, and to this end was daily concerned
in endeavouring to get a supply of beer for his crews, without
which no chance of movement seemed possible.
However, Charles got away in a few days and sailed for
the Thames. He was in the Downs on July 12th and in
Yarmouth Roads on the 24th, and did not return until
September ytbu
Now even Charles, with this job to tackle at Helvoet-
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